
THE  BUGLE
development@camdenmilitary.com 800/948-6291 alumni@camdenmilitary.com

Camden military aCademy
520 US HigHway 1 nortH

Camden, SC  29020
www.Camdenmilitary.Com

CAMDEN ALUMNI ASSOCIATION CARLISLE
Vol. XXX, No.1 Fall 2014/Winter 2015

CMA Homecoming honors SGM and Mrs.William Greene
 The Camden Military Academy Corps of Cadets honored recently 
retired SGM William Greene and his wife, Juliette, during a special presenta-
tion on Saturday, October 18, 2014.  The Corps of Cadets marched on the CSM 
Martain Parade Field for the former Band and Staff TAC officer who had served 
Camden Military Academy for fifteen years.  He had mentored thousands of 
young cadets to their manhood, similar to those who went through the Colonel 
James F. Risher young gentlemen principles at Carlisle Military School in 
Bamberg, S.C.
 Colonel Eric Boland presented a clock to SGM Greene, that also had 
the CMA crest and engraved inscription of appreciation for his service.  Colonel 
Boland also presented his wife, Juliette, a bouquet of pink roses, in recognition 
of her service and support to CMA, as well as for cancer awareness. SGM and 
Mrs. Greene have also supported CMA financially with their contributions as 
Knight members of the Excalibur Society.
 Sergeant Major William Greene, Jr. joined the United States Army in 
October 1968.  He attended Basic Combat Training at Fort Jackson, Columbia, 
South Carolina and Advanced Infantry Training at Fort Polk, Louisiana.  Sergeant Major Greene served faithfully in the Army for 30 
years.
  Sergeant Major Greene’s military assignments included tours at Republic of Panama; Fort Rucker, Alabama; Fort Benning, 
Georgia; Fort Richardson, Alaska; Fort Bragg, North Carolina; Fort Dix, New Jersey; Fort Jackson, South Carolina; Izmir, Turkey and 
Vietnam. Sergeant Major Greene has earned numerous awards to include the Legion of Merit and the Purple Heart.  He served tire-
lessly here at Camden Military Academy for 15 years and retired in August of 2014.  His work with the cadets will surely be missed.
 Sergeant Major Greene and his wife, Juliette, are the proud parents of three children and have four grandchildren.  During 
times of relaxation, the family enjoys spending time together.
 Earlier during the homecoming lunch in the dining hall, Carlisle alumnus, Fred Thomas, CMS’71 (shown bottom left), 

presented a framed Carlisle collec-
tion of all the medals and rankings 
that were used at Carlisle Military 
School to CMA’s headmaster, Col. 
Eric Boland, as well as, headmaster 
emeritus, Colonel Lanning Risher. 
The handmade glass case also shows 
his letter C for the rifle team. He 
ranked 3rd place Prone Position 
in a competition of hundreds of 
high schools and colleges that were 
judged by Texas A&I University 

ROTC in 1970. (Back in those days, the targets were mailed out to be judged and sent back with the results several months later.)
 Also in attendance were alumni who were mentored by SGM Greene.  Pictured on the right are CMA alumni (l-r) Brantley 
Rehborn (‘08), Sandy Baker (‘10), Elijah Kitts (‘09), Cameron Rehborn (‘08), Jordan Brazell (‘07), Craig Saxton (‘08), Charles Baker 
(‘08), and Merritt King (‘07).
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Our FIRST Tech Challenge (FTC) robotics team partici-
pated in the South Carolina FTC Championships in Gaffney, 
S.C. at the end of January.  In preparation for this competition, 
the robotics team competed against other South Carolina 
schools in a scrimmage on January 17th at the South Carolina 
Governor’s School for Science and Mathematics in Hartsville, 
S.C.  During the scrimmage, Cadet Stefon Aaron and Cadet 
Hudson Huckfeldt showed off some adept skills in driving and 
operating the robot. Cadet Kameron Gentile and Cadet Michael 
Hanlon also participated in the scrimmage.  CPT Hames, 
faculty leader of the CMA team, and team members were 
assisted by Cadet Breon Spencer.

We were ranked third out of 20+ teams at the end of the 
qualification rounds in Gaffney.  We lost in the semi-finals 
when our partner robot did not move on the field due to a 
program challenge.  Over-
all our robot performed 
well and the students did 
great all day.

Teams were judged 
throughout the day for 
several different awards.  
We were the recipients 
of the Rockwell Collins 
Innovate Award.  This 
award is a great recogni-
tion for our FTC team.  We have never won this award before.

We were runners up for the Inspire Award.  This award is the 
highest level award that is provided 
at the competition.

Because we were runner up for 
this award, we have earned the 
right to participate in the FTC 
Super Regional in San Antonio, TX 
on March 12 and 13.  This com-
petition includes state level FTC 
competition winners and their 
award recipients from states in 
the southeast of the United States.  

Winners of the Super Regional events get to compete at the 
National competition in St Louis, MO.

The other mentors and I are working to see if we can support 
our team participating at the event in San Antonio.

(Submitted by Capt. Hames)

COC CERTIFICATION IS ALWAYS THE FIRST 
3 WEEKS OF EVERY SCHOOL YEAR.

As the Corps of Cadets con-
tinue practice for certification, 
young men who register during 
the later weeks get special train-
ing from fellow cadet leaders 
off the parade field.  CMA has 
open enrollment  so, therefore, 
new cadets enroll throughout 
the school year.

What ’s Up?
 Camden Military Academy needs your support!  We have 
the upcoming Headmaster’s Golf Tournament at the Camden 
Country Club on May 11, 2015.  Corporate and hole sponsors are 
needed, as well as, gifts that can be raffled to raise funds.
 The Civil Air Patrol, the Boy Scouts, the Blackjacks, the 
Color Guard and band, and all the athletic programs are always 
in need of financial backing for trips and equipment.
 The new 2-story barracks are in the early stages and a 
campaign is in the works.  You can add your name to the new 
Dallas Barracks for $1,000 or “buy a room” for a pledge of 
$10,000, over a 5-year period.  We also have preliminary drawings 
of an activity center that can be used for meetings, drill prac-
tice, equipment storage and robotics building.  If you have any 
information on grants or foundations that could help with these 
projects, please call our office.
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On Saturday October 25th of 2014, Civil Air Patrol Squadron 
805 at Camden Military Academy visited Bermuda High Soaring, 
Inc. north of Bennettsville, S.C. where they participated in Glider 
Operations.  Each cadet experienced one tow to 3,000 feet above 
the grass field airport.  The flight was 15 to 20 minutes in duration.  
Cadets were able to "handle" the glider under the supervision of 
highly qualified FAA Glider Instructors.  Take off and landing was 
accomplished by the instructor.

Prior to flight all cadets were briefed on basic glider opera-
tions and safety.  Then they were able to act as ground crewmen, 
hooking the tow plane to the glider and assisting each cadet with 
cockpit entry and "strapping in."  The weather was beautiful and 
the flying was exhilarating.  Lunch was at Chick-fil-A where all 
cadets and senior members were treated to a 50% discount because 
they were in uniform.  It was a great experience for all involved.

Later in the year as appropriations are passed down from the 
DoD to the Air Force, and then to Headquarters CAP in Alabama, 
CMA hopes to see funding for powered aircraft flight.  Each cadet 
can experience five glider and five powered "orientation flights" 
prior to their eighteenth birthday.

Civil Air Patrol meets every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Shown above are cadets (l-r) Jaylen Evans, Turner Morton, 

Patrick Smith, Aksel Wagner, Matthew Vinson, Eric Emery, Zach 
Mauney, Alex Beasley, Matthew Rush, Jake Mendez, LTC Melberg 
(USAF, ret.), and Will Willis.

Civil Air Patrol Goes Soaring The 282d Army Band’s prestigious history dates 
to 1869 when it was organized as the Band, 21st Infantry, 
Richmond, Virginia.  Serving with distinction in the 
Indian Wars, the Philippine Insurrection and World War 
II, the band earned battle streamers for these actions. 

From 1914 to 1949, the Band went through many re-
organizations and redesignations, serving in Washington, 
Hawaii, and Korea, where it was deactivated in Seoul, in 
1949.  In 1956 the 282d Army Band was reactivated and 
assigned to Fort Jackson, South Carolina.  The primary 
mission of the band is to promote readiness and perform 
music that maintains the morale and esprit de corps of the 
soldiers stationed at Ft. Jackson.  The band also supports 
the local community and surrounding areas in parades, 
by presenting concerts, and participating in ceremonies 
throughout the Carolinas.  The band is comprised of 40 
dedicated professional soldier/musicians capable of 
performing virtually any musical style.

The current director of the Camden Community 
Concert band, CW04 William Brazier and who also 
directed the Ft. Jackson band, was instrumental in 
bringing the band to CMA to march and play for our own 
band members.  They took the time to march with the 
cadets and give them pointers for performing at the CSM 
Martain Parade  Field.  The pictures below show the band 
as they perform, the CMA band members in step with 
their mentors, and CW1 Tom Jackson directing cadet 
Jaylen Evans with a few moves.

Cadet Band 
Major Jaylen 

Evans of 
Durham, 

N.C., is get-
ting personal 
attention and 
instructions 
from CW1 

Tom Jackson 
while the 

band mem-
bers from 

CMA are also 
practicing 
their steps.
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Military man: Camden Military Academy molds 
Dexter Wideman into a more well-rounded 
student
By CHRIS COX
The State Newspaper
CAMDEN — Dexter Wideman can’t seem to escape the gnawing 
thought, no matter how much time seems to pass.
  Every day, the former Saluda High standout silently wonders 
why he wasn’t with the South Carolina football team he originally 
signed with in February (2014), helping solve the season-long 
defensive struggles.
  Instead, he found himself in an entirely new territory, one far 
away from his usual comfort level on the gridiron.
  “Every night before I go to sleep and every morning when I wake 
up, I think about that,” he said.  “I know I could have been there 
helping them.”
  And yet, somehow, things have found a way to work themselves 
out.  No, he was not playing on Saturdays in Williams-Brice 
Stadium like he anticipated.  But he is 40 miles down I-20 at 
Camden Military Academy, developing the skills necessary, both 
on the field and off, to help better prepare him for his transition 
to USC.  “I told him when he came to school here, ‘Son, you’ve 
already proven yourself on the football field,’ ” said Colonel Eric 
Boland, the school’s headmaster.  “ ‘The challenge you’re going 
to have now, coming to our school, is prove yourself in the 
classroom and in the dormitories.’ ”
  Wideman admits the initial transition proved difficult.  He went 
from being the big man on campus at Saluda to just another 
cadet, one who rose at 6:30 a.m., underwent room inspections and 
marched to every meal with his company.  It was the lifestyle of 
a military man, not that of a star-studded football prospect with 
professional aspirations.
  “It’s a different lifestyle, but once I got used to it, I felt like it was 
going to help me in the long run,” he said.  “My grandmother 
told me that she’s seen improvement in me ever since I’ve been 
here.”  Boland has seen it, too.  He admits to viewing Wideman as 
one of his favorites.  But it is hard to blame him after their initial 
meeting, where the defensive end left a lasting impression upon 
hearing Boland’s requirements for him.
  The Colonel sat he, his mother and grandmother down in his 
office, informing him he would need high character, leadership 
and a hard work ethic to succeed.  Wideman answered with 
manners every time and explained that he, too, had set similar 
goals for himself.
  “He came to us, being a seven-day-a-week boarding school where 
you don’t go home Friday night after a football game, go out with 
the cheerleaders or different things like that,” Boland said.  “He just 
took everything in stride.  He followed the rules, he never asked for 
any special favors or anything like that.”
  His football plans, however, didn’t go quite as 
smoothly.  He dislocated his elbow in his third 
game with Camden Military and has been 
rehabilitating before joining the Gamecocks 
next semester.
  But he still managed to showcase the talents, 
albeit briefly, which helped land him spots in 
the Shrine Bowl and on the Under Armour All-
American team.  He played largely at end for 
coach Will Rice but also came inside on obvious 
run downs and played sparingly at tight end.
  “There’s a reason South Carolina recruited 
him,” Rice said.  “It’s obvious.  It’s there, you 

see it every 
day.  The speed, 
the quickness, 
the strength.  
There’s a reason 
South Carolina 
wanted him, 
definitely.”
  Everything else 
has fallen into 
place.  Wideman 
has become one 
of the school’s 
most popular 
cadets, Boland 

said, all while keeping his academics in order.  He is on pace to 
arrive at USC in January and be ready for spring practice.
  “It’s not like we’ve got this real diamond in the rough who we had 
to polish a whole lot,” Boland said.  “He’s done everything we’ve 
asked him to do without any hesitation.”
  To be fair, Boland and his staff have done their share of 
polishing.  Wideman likes to think he has learned about more 
aspects of life having been a cadet, from the military lifestyle 
to what fork to use at a formal meal.  The latter took a bit more 
clarification than he might have realized, having been confused at 
one of Boland’s dinner parties.
  “I had to ask coach, ‘I don’t mean to sound crazy or anything, but 
I want to make sure I’m using the right fork,’ ” Wideman recalled, 
laughing.  “Coach Boland, he’s a wonderful guy.  I love him.  He’s a 
big part of why I’m here.”
  The two have formed a tight bond since his enrollment.  They 
drove together to a dinner in downtown Columbia in early 
November, another example of the closeness they have developed 
during Boland’s tutelage.
  He admits Wideman “is like a son” to him.  The two undoubtedly 
will maintain their strong relationship after the former four-star 
recruit heads for the Southeastern Conference.  That connection 
is attributable, in large part, to Wideman’s willingness to succeed 
at Camden Military despite the situation that initially landed him 
there.
  “We try to be successful with all of them, but it takes a special 
guy to come in and do every single thing they have to do in this 
military setting and then play football, too,” Boland said.  “And we 
don’t take prima donnas, so we’re not for everyone.”
  It will not be easy for Wideman to bid adieu to Boland, Rice and 
his fellow cadets.  But he finds himself itching to contribute to that 
beleaguered South Carolina defense.  He speaks with defensive line 
coach Deke Adams frequently and reiterated his commitment to 
the program despite any staff changes that might loom.

  “When I was first born,” he 
said, “I knew I was a Gamecock.”  
And now, he’s much more than 
just a Gamecock.  Now he’s a 
man.
  “It takes a lot just to get up early 
in the morning when you don’t 
feel like getting up, cleaning 
your room and getting things 
done,” he said. “Things you 
wouldn’t do in your normal life.  
But it’s molding me into a better 
person.”
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Cross Country
Reynier Crisen
Tyler England
Gabe Escude
Luke Gagliardo
Nate Hanlon
Trae Kearney
Reese Knutson
Sebastian Lien
Jacob McGuire
Bivek Neupane
Kevin Phillips
Nikita Tretyakov
Shane Weiser
Will Willis
George Spiros
Max Zaslower

Jr. High Football
Stefon Aaron
Kevon Agard
Patrick Brooks
Hunter Chandler
Daniel Conte
Andrew Davis
Enike Domia
Leo Eckhardt
Kameron Gentile
Cole Glass
Aiden Haase
Messiah Hales
Braeden Handley
Michael Hanlon
Dylan Hernandez
Hayden Huckfeldt
Hudson Huckfeldt
Gabriel Larsen
Sean Little
Edsel McClam

Parker Miethbauer
Kingsley Raitt-Eguakun
Chase Roebuck
Chance Sells
Trevor Shelton
Mark Simone
Johnny Slick
Charles Smith
Alexander Tate
Calvin Wu
Xichen Yang
Sebastian Yochum

Varsity Football
Cody Auburger
Zach Behrens
Ian Benton
Alex Bradfield
Raeshawn Breckenridge
Matt Carpenter
Danny Colbert-Sims
Yannick den Boer
Tyler Dodson
Ryan Figlow
Joseph Flores
Andre Gaddis
John Gray
Hunter Gurley
Jacob Henderson
Zach Irtenkauf
Lucky Jurgens
Paul Kleiber
William Ladevich
Nate Lalli
Life Mathew
Edsel McClam
Joshua Miller
Ashondre Moore
Alex Newton

Sean Orcutt
Nyaun Pate
Michael Porter
Max Sheller
Cameron Smith
Romani Susewell
Mason Van Loan
Kirk Vaniscak
David Vargo
Matthew Waldsmith
Chris Whittar
Dexter Wideman
Jacob Williamson
Thomas Wolgamott

JV Football
Alex Bradfield
Wyatt Dixon
Joseph Flores
Ethan Freeman
Andre Gaddis 
Jacob Henderson
Zach Irtenkauf
Lucky Jurgens
Matthew Machado
Andrew Miller
Ashondra Moore
Alex Newton
Sean Orcutt
Ruhi Patel
Michael Porter
Omar Raddouii
Robert Ramey 
Cameron Smith
Kris Strain
Chris Stricker
Mason Van Loan
Kirk Vaniscak
David Vargo

The Fall Sports Banquet was held before the 
Thanksgiving break in November.  Certificates were given to all 
of the participants listed in the left column.  Other awards were 
also given to the following recipients:

Varsity Football
MVP - Nyaun Pate
Most Valuable Offense - Ian Benton
Most Valuable Defense - Joshua Miller
Special Teams Award - Paul Kleiber
Most Improved - Zach Behrens
Coaches Award - Danny Colbert-Sims, Zane Dodson
Spartan Award - Ryan Figlow, Max Sheller

Cross Country
MVP - Reese Knutson
One Heart Beat Award - Tyler England
Most Improved - Trae Kearney
Hustle Award - Jack Thurman
Coaches Award - Kevin Phillips
Gazelle Award - Jacob McGuire

JV Football
MVP - Zach Irtenkauf
Most Valuable Offense - Life Mathew
Most Valuable Defense - Sean Orcutt
Most Improved - Mason Van Loan
Coaches Award - Alex Newton

Junior High Football
MVP - Kingsley Raitt-Eguakun
Most Valuable Offense - Alexander Tate
Most Valuable Defense - Johnny Slick, Braeden Handley
Most Improved - Hudson Huckfeldt, Chase Roebuck
Coaches Award - Cameron Gentile, Andrew Davis

Pictured during the Fall Sports Banquet are a few of the 100 
athletes that were recognized in November 2014.  Shown below 
(l-r) are Junior High School Football Players with their 
certificates; MVP Varsity Football Player, Nyaun Pate of 
Hartsville, SC; MVP Junior High Football Player, Kingsley 
Raitt-Eguakun of Jacksonville, FL; Cross Country Hustle Award 
Recipient, Jack Thurman of Houston, TX.
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Thousands of visitors attended the 3-day “N.C. Pecan Harvest 
Festival” which was held October 30-November 1, 2014.  The 
Pecan Festival has become a tradition for the CMA cadets who 
attend every year.  LTC John Heflin, Dean of Students, selects 
the young gentlemen each year who are privileged to represent 
Camden Military Academy.

Their duties include escorting the young “Pecan Belles” to 
various events and marching alongside the float that carries the 
Pecan Queen and her belles.

However, that does not exclude having a little free time to go 
to the local bowling alley or check out the festival’s guest bands, 
cooking contests, or car shows.

The cadets pictured below were the lucky ones in 2014!  They 
are (l-r) Reese Knutson, Birch Run, MI; Austin Martin, Florence, 
SC; Thomas Azrelyant, Hartsdale, NY; Wade Allman, Columbia, 
SC; Parker Robinson, Rome, GA; Xavier Anderson, Bluffton, SC; 
and Jacob McGuire, Pineville, NC.

Pictured below are CMA cadets at the festival and parade as 
they escort the 2014 Pecan Belles in Whiteville, North Carolina.

The Citadel has always been a part of alumni history for CMS 
and CMA graduates throughout the years.  During the visits 
that are arranged for the current cadets, former CMA alumni 
take time to introduce themselves to the group.  Shown below 
are (top l-r) Zachary Knisel 2012, Zachariah Azari 2012, 
David Duncan 2011, Marshall Sheorn 2011 (bottom l-r) 
Bradley Diefendorf 2011 and former PG 2011 John Henry Crye. 

 If you have received The Bugle in the past you know that 
our cadets visit The Citadel on a regular basis.  A group of seniors 
attends during first semester and another group of underclassmen 
go on the trip in the spring.  Pictured below are cadets touring the 
campus, as well as listening to a representative from The Citadel’s 
admissions’ office.  LTC John Heflin, dean of students, makes 
the arrangements and with the help of the CMA registrar, Emily 
Finley, and office administrator, Kathy Sherrill, records are closely 
examined to ensure that transcripts are sent out in a timely 
manner.  (The Citadel is just one of a hundred colleges and schools 
that are sent from the office 
during the year.)
 They also receive 
requests from former gradu-
ates of Camden and Carlisle 
for their transcripts to be 
sent out to colleges, potential 
business employers or mili-
tary or government entities.

Did you know?  During WWII, cadets at Carlisle 
Military School returned to school in September 
1943 to find new barracks and an eighty-tent POW 
camp occupying Rhode Park.  German prisoners of 
war, were, temporarily at least, sharing the Carlisle 
campus.  During the previous weekend, engineers 
from Ft. Jackson had set up the sprawling camp, 
which became home to several hundred prisoners 
and their guards for the next couple of months.  They 
had been brought in to assist in the harvesting of the 
county’s peanut crop.  (Carlisle & Camden History)
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CMA Class of 2015 Receives Senior Rings

Logan Wade Allman, Columbia, SC; Rosendo C. Alvarenga, 
Inwood, NY; Xavier Francis Anderson, Bluffton, SC; Cody 
Grant Auburger, Folly Beach, SC; Griffin Lloyd Bach-
Davis, Parker, CO; Jace Tompkins Bagwell, Columbia, 
SC; Ian Paul Benton, Lilburn, GA; Stephano Carlo Betti, 
Charlotte, NC; Brandon Brierley, Gilbert, SC; John 
Harley Cox, Hartsville, SC, Austin Ryan Decker, Clayton, 
NC; Yannick Andreas den Boer, Confort, France; Tyler 
Zane Dodson, Fairfield, FL; Robert Michael Donovan, 
Clearwater, FL; Gabriel Leopold Escude; Whitfield, MS; 
Ryan Paul Figlow, Atlanta, GA; Ray Michael Gradwell, 
Cape May, NJ; John Wayne Gray, Waxhaw, NC; David 
Benjamin Hooton, Thoniex, Switzerland; William 
Cameron Hubbard, Pisgah Forest, NC; James William 
Iddings, Greensboro, NC; Aaron Elijah Jackson, Long 
Island City, NY; Paul Michael Kleiber, Summerville, SC; 
Charles John Kloetzli, Rehoboth Beach, DE; Reese Carlos 
Knutson, Birch Run, MI; William Alexander Michael 
Ladevich, Dardenne Prairie, MO; Jacob Lee Ligon, 
Fredericksburg, VA; Davis Gray Lord, Charlotte, NC; 
James Robert Maitland, Columbia, SC;  Zachary Daniel 
Mauney, Florence, SC; Jack Dalton McAdams, Greenville, 
NC; Lee McCabe, Anderson, SC; Malike Pearson McGill, 
Kingstree, SC; Jacob Nicholas McGuire, Pineville, NC; 
Davis Cabell McNary, Matthew, NC; Joshua Evan 
Miller, Rock Hill, SC; Tad Jerzy Misztal, Palm Coast, 
FL; Bivek M Neupane, Gaithersburg, MD; Daniel Odom, 
Mechanicsville, GA; Nyaun Raekwan Pate, Hartsville, 
SC; Robert Taylor Pearce, Boca Raton, FL; Matt Jared 
Phillips, Florence, SC; Hugh Kennedy Presnal, Piedmont, 
SC; Sean Bennett Rodgers, Blue Ash, OH; Samuel Coleman 
Russell, Chesnee, SC; Max Pierce Sheller, Ponte Vedra, FL; 
Zuguang Shen, Huzhou, China; Reginald Q. Singleton, 
Aiken, SC; Sean Patrick Smith, Jr., Cary, NC; Breon 
James Spencer, Overland Park, KS; Jennings Bertram 
Stein, Lexington, SC; Kristopher Strain, Marshville, NC; 
Aristidis (Aris) Nicholas Vetsopoulos, Burlington, NC; 
Lance Wicker, Oxford, NC; Jacob Matthew Williamson, 
Chattanooga, TN; Christopher Allen Witthar, Grovetown, 
GA; Randy Ming Yang, Florence, SC; Matthew Christopher 
Zimmerman, II, Cabin John, MD

Colonel Boland looks forward to this time of year when 
he can speak to the senior class about the importance of 
their class rings.  The following remarks were given as they 
prepared for Thanksgiving break on November 21, 2014.

There is an old joke that asks how many sides does a 
circle have?  Inside and Outside.  Your class ring has 2 sides 
also.  The inside is engraved with your name.  It is meant 
to be personal and show that the ring is unique to you.

The outside of the ring is communal.  It identifies you 
as a person who belongs to our school and its community.  
It shows that you are a part of something that is bigger 
than yourself.

Wearing this ring comes with a responsibility.  That 
responsibility is to live and share the life lessons that 
you have learned from teachers, TACs, coaches, and 
administrators at our school.

The other responsibility you have is to live out the bonds 
that you made with classmates now and in the future.

As you go forth from today, wear your ring proudly.  
Let it remind you that you’ve done something special 
and that you are expected to continue to do special things 
throughout your life.

As you look into the stone of your ring, think of that 
stone as a window.  A window not only to the past where 
you remember CMA, but also a window to the future to 
see what you can become.  We expect great things from 
this senior class.

Always remember what your ring means.
It means that you are a part of something special – now 

and in the future – that is bigger than you as an individual.
Please bow your heads for prayer:

Loving God, we are grateful to you for the gift of our 
class rings and for the cadets of the Camden Military Class 
of 2015.  Make these rings a sign for us of the message 
of love and service that your son, Jesus Christ, shared 
with us.  Give to the young men who wear these rings the 
courage to live their lives in a way that will bring honor 
to all that our school stands for.

Please fill these cadets’ hearts with compassion for 
their brothers, may their minds open to new knowledge 
and experiences, and give them spirits that open to where 
you, Lord, want to take them.

May the mission and goals which these rings represent 
inspire the Class of 2015 in the years to come with the 
wisdom to bring greater compassion and justice to our 
world, the strength to live the Camden Military Academy 
ideals, and the love to serve  you and the people throughout 
their lives.  Amen.

The Fellowship of the Ring (from the 1990 Excalibur)
   ...But the ring is more than a sign of individual achievement; it is 
also a symbol of unity and continuity.  Those who put on the ring for 
the first time may not realize it, but they are entering into a fellow-
ship of alumni that stretches back into the past and will continue 
far into the future.  Each Senior joins a select group bound by a 
common tradition and a common experience of brotherhood.
   As Mr. Hugh Griffith (CMS’46), the Past President of the Camden- 
Carlisle Alumni Association, reminded us in last year’s ceremony, 
the Fellowship of the Ring harkens back to J.R.R.  Tolkien’s great 
trilogy in which “the ring binds together in fellowship the creatures, 
great and small of Middle Earth to fight against all dark things that 
are evil and dishonorable.  Likewise, as alumni of this school, we are 
all, great and small, bound together in a similar fellowship.”
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The annual Spartan Challenge that was held on September 
10, 2014 proved to be another successful endeavor by the fac-
ulty, staff, and cadets.  The main ingredient of competitiveness 
was exhibited throughout the day alongside the teamwork and 
the fun that was had by all.

The companies start working together at the beginning of 
the school year as each designs their own T-Shirts and flags.  
The following competitions were held with the event’s winners 
listed:
  Company T-Shirt A
  Company Flag  B/S
  Brick Challenge  A
  Soccer Challenge A
  Lift Challenge  B
  Circle of Death  B
  Rifle Shoot  B/S
  Tennis Challenge C
  Frisbee Golf  A
  Spartan Bucket Walk D
  Glider Fly-Off  C
  Raft Challenge  B/S
  Academic Challenge C
  Citizenship  D
  Beam Walk  C
  Centipede Walk  B/S
  Volleyball  B/S

As you can see in the pictures on this page teamwork is the 
key to each event.  However having fun is also an ingredient 
that the faculty and staff try to achieve as they work with 
the cadets and encourage them to do their best with each 
challenge.  The upper right picture shows the 2014 winners, 
Charlie Company.  You can see hundreds of pictures of this 
day’s events, as well as other activities, on Flickr and Facebook.

C

CO.

WON

1ST

PLACE

D

CO.

WON

2ND

PLACE

C CO.
WON
THE

MOST
POINTS

FOR 
FINAL 

JEOPARDY
ANSWER.



Shown below are a couple of cadets who are practicing for 
the upcoming Spring Sports season of soccer.  A student 
photographer from the class of faculty member, Major 
Tariq Ghaffar, submitted the picture for posting on the 

CMA website.  There 
are thousands of pic-
tures on the various 
links that include 
Flickr and Facebook.  
The Spring Sports 
program includes 
Varsity and JV Base-
ball, Lacrosse, Varsity 
and JV Soccer, Track 
& Field, Golf, and 
Tennis.
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Junior Leadership for CMA Cadets
As depicted in this picture, Jennings Stein and his fellow class-

mates and other school participants are enjoying their cultural 
exposure in etiquette 
class at the exquisite 
restaurant, The Mill 
Pond, that is located in 
Boykin, S.C.

Junior Leadership 
of Kershaw County 
is composed of stu-
dents from the district 
and Camden Military 
Academy and has been 
sponsored by the part-
nership of the Kershaw County Chamber of Commerce and 
Visitors Center since 1988.

Camden Military Academy has had the pleasure of Fine Arts 
when Mrs. Deane Risher was an integral part of the school’s 
development from 1958 - 1995.  She was devoted to enriching 
the lives of the cadets with monthly programs and field trips 
to art shows, museums, and numerous cultural events.  In all 
the activities at the school with which she was associated, she 
insisted on a high level of decorum and good manners.  These 
standards added a beneficial dimension to the life of the CMA 
cadets.

It was upon the recommendation of Camden Military 
Academy and Colonel Eric Boland that Mrs. Risher was 
nominated and then selected as “South Carolina’s Mother of the 
Year” in 2004.

However, our Carlisle Military School alumni have the first 
“bragging” rights for their own South Carolina Mother of the 
Year.  Mrs. James F. (Emma Varn) Risher won the honor in 1969.

Photo by Martin L. Cahn (C-I - Camden, SC)

One of the important parts at Camden Military Academy is the 
shaping of a young man spiritually.  This is done through many 
events and programs offered at the school.  Among these is Sunday 
morning Chapel.  At Chapel the cadets are challenged by listen-
ing to inspiring messages by the Headmaster, myself and guest 
speakers.  Currently, in Chapel we are looking at the Holy Spirit in 
the Old Testament and how He works in the lives in individuals.

In addition to Chapel, the cadets have the opportunity to attend 
a Monday night Bible study where currently we are looking at the 
life of Christ recorded in the book of Matthew.  Furthermore, the 
cadets also attend a FCA breakfast.  At the breakfasts the cadets 
enjoy a great meal at Shoney’s and listen to local pastors and other 
guests as they share encouraging, but challenging devotions.  
This past breakfast the Reverend Barnhill from Grace Episcopal 
Church shared a great story which gave hope, even though we 
make mistakes.

It is amazing to see how the Lord Christ continues to work in 
the lives of these young men and to be a part of their journey in life 
as they grow and mature more and more into future leaders.

Chaplain Magnus Walker

The Cline Chapel

During the week 
of February 2015, 
Colonel Boland ad-
dressed the Junior 
Leadership mem-
bers about bullying 
and cyberbullying. 
He talked to the 
group about the 
dangers of posting 
negative or detri- 

mental comments in cyberspace.  In today’s world, there are 
so many electronic devices that are capable of producing 
communications in all forms which means that they can be 
vulnerable to attacks.  CMA and all area schools in the county 
have been working with students to avoid the problems that 
these electronic footprints can have and which could have a 
detrimental impact on their lives, in and out of schools.

Shown above are CMA cadets performing in a play about 
bullying.  Faculty members, LTC Hartley and Mrs. Thaxton, are 
instrumental in the Fine Arts programs at the academy.
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Jr. High Basketball Season Overview
When practice started in October, there was great optimism 

about the upcoming season.  With only two returning players from 
last year’s squad, we had a lot to go over in a sense of fundamen-
tals and knowledge of the game.  With 16 guys out for the team, 
we, as coaches, drilled them in fundamentals of dribbling, passing, 
shooting, defense, offense, and fast breaks.  Every practice we tried 
to increase the guys’ knowledge of the game.

Although we did not win a game this year, I thought that the 
attitude and hustle that each player gave was outstanding.  We had 
guys going for rebounds, on the floor after loose balls, and getting 
back to help out defense.  What I hope these kids take away from 
the season is that hard work and a great attitude is what will make 
or break you as a person.  As coaches we enjoyed having these 
players.  They are wonderful kids with bright futures in whatever 
endeavor they choose.

Coach Griff Beckham and Assistant Coach Evans Martin

Jr. High Roster
Stefon Aaron
Kevon Agard
Patrick Brooks
Gavin Burns
Andrew Davis
Enike Domia
Kameron Gentile
Messiah Hales
Michael Hanlon
Hayden Huckfeldt
Karl Larrieux
Gage Noel
Kingsley Raitt-Eguakun
Johnny Slick
Alex Tate
Jose Villeda

Junior Varsity Basketball
The JV basketball season ended the first week of February.  We 

have had a season of ups and downs.  We have had four competitive 
games with our rival, Marlboro County.  We split the series 2 and 
2 winning each game on our home floors.  We played a very good 
game against them on Monday, February 2nd, winning 41-30.  Life 
Mathew, (sophomore from Rosedale, NY) had a double-double 15 
points and 10 rebounds. Jay Golden (freshman from Palm City, 
FL) went 5 for 6 from the free-throw line.

The last game was against Pinewood Prep on February 6th.  It 
has been a pleasure to coach these young men.

Coach William (Speedy) Johnson

JV Basketball
Rosendo Alvarenga
Cody Auburger
Alex Bradfield
Iggy Chamon
Cheney Davis
Jayce Golden
Alvin Jean
Colby Johnson
Kenny Johnson
Life Mathew
Armez McKesson
Andrew Miller
Ashondre Moore
Ruhi Patel
Jaxen Rozeski
Andrew Russoniello
Kirk Vaniscak
Matt Waldsmith
Chris Witthar

Shown in the above picture is Coach Johnson giving a few pointers 
for the JV team, as are Coaches Horn and Darby (bottom picture) 
discussing their game plans.  In the left lower picture are Coaches 
Beckham and Martin with the Jr. High Basketball team.

In the early years of Camden Academy, Major Purvis Collins, 
social studies teacher, coached the varsity basketball and baseball 
teams.  None of the players on the first year’s basketball team had 
previous varsity experience.  By the third year, Collins coached his 
basketball team through a 19-1 season.  The State newspaper called 
the 1952-1953 Camden basketball team the best prep school team 
in South Carolina.  (Camden-Carlisle A Centennial History)

CMA’s 2003 graduate, Larry Blair, played 4 seasons with Liberty 
University 2003–2007.  During his career, Blair received Big South 
Conference all-conference honors all 4 seasons.  In 2003, he was 
the Big South rookie of the year and was on the all-freshman team.  
Blair was on the all-tournament team in 2004 when he led the 
Flames to their second ever Big South tournament championship 
and NCAA tournament appearance.
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Varsity Basketball
There's an old saying that basketball players and basketball 

teams are made in the summer.  Here at CMA, we don't have 
that luxury.  Our goal at the beginning of each season is to try to 
mesh our returning players (if we are fortunate enough to have 
any) with new players as quickly as possible.

The team began the season with a lot of promise.  Their 
potential was evident throughout the season in a series of close 
games; a six-point loss in the first game of the season at the 
Governor's School...a two-point overtime loss to Great Falls 
(a high school league playoff qualifier)...a two-point loss to 
Heathwood Hall (a SCISA playoff qualifier)...and a close loss 
to Pinewood Prep (another SCISA playoff qualifier).  Unfortu-
nately, foul trouble and a lack of depth due to injury and other 
circumstances were common themes in all the losses.

Finally, in the last game of the season, the Spartans beat 
the Governor's School to win their first game in two seasons.  
Throughout this season's losing streak, the players never lost 
heart or gave anything less than full effort, and the coaches 
agreed that it was an enjoyable team to be around.

The Spartans were led in scoring and steals by Nyaun Pate, 
who averaged 12.7 and 2.8 per game respectively.  The second 
leading scorer, leading rebounder, and shot blocker was Malike 
McGill, who averaged 10.7, 6.9 and 2.1 respectively.  Our floor 
general was Ian Benton, who averaged 3.75 assists per game, 
and was an extension of the coaches during the games.

Other key contributors to the Spartans were team co-captain 
Matt Zimmerman, who showed versatility at the point and 
shooting guard, Randy Yang who was a good long-range shooter 
and baseline driver, John Gray an energetic defender, and Davis 
McNary who was our top reserve in the post.  Romani Susewell, 
who was injured for the majority of the season, recovered to 
start the last two games and played well enough to make the 
coaches aware of what a difference he might have made in the 
several close losses.

Unsung reserves who practiced hard and played well during 
their opportunities were Andre Cooper, Reece Knutson and 
Reginald Singleton.  The coaches thank them for their positive 
effort and attitude.

Coach Ron Horn * Richard Darby (Asst. Coach)

Varsity Basketball
Ian Benton
Andrew Cooper
John Gray
Reese Knutson
Malike McGill
Davis McNary
Nyaun Pate
Reginald Singleton
Romani Susewell
Randy Yang
Matt Zimmerman

The CMA Spartan Wrestling Team finished the season 
by hosting a tri-match against Eau Claire High School and 
Andrew Jackson High School on 2/27/15.

CMA defeated Eau Claire 54-12.  Winning wrestlers for 
CMA were: Turner Morton (forfeit); Aiden McKenna (forfeit); 
Ray Gradwell (decision); Erik Emery (forfeit); Joseph Florez 
(forfeit); Bo Lui (forfeit); Ryan Figlow (forfeit); TJ Misztal 
(forfeit); Jacob Williamson (forfeit).

CMA defeated Andrew Jackson 48-23.  Winning wrestlers 
for CMA were: Turner Morton (forfeit); Aiden McKenna 
(forfeit); Ray Gradwell (forfeit); Erik Emergy (forfeit); Logan 
Allman (forfeit); Mike Porter (pin); Ryan Figlow (forfeit); 
TJ Misztal (forfeit).  Hudson Huckfeldt was also a member of 
the team as a middle school wrestler.
The Final Win/Loss records are as follows:

CMA Spartan Wrestling Team - Wins (11)     Losses (12)

Wrestler Wt. Class Wins Losses
Turner Morton 106 12 10
Aiden McKenna 112 15  7
Ray Gradwell 120 17  7
Eric Emery 126 12  8
Joey Flores 132 11 11
Trey Watkins 145 12  2
Kurosh Badii 152  3  7
Wade Allman 160 13  6
Bo Liu 160  6  4
Mike Porter 170  5  4
Tyler Young 182  7  5
Ryan Figlow 195  6  3
Tad Misztal 195  3  2
Gabe Escude 220  7  6
Jacob Henderson 220  0  1
Jacob Williamson 285  7 11
David Vargo 285  0  1
Jake Hopkins 285  0  1

Coaches Mark Dority and Tom Borowski, along with the entire 
wrestling team, wish to express our sincere appreciation and 
gratitude towards Ron Horn (CMA Varsity Basketball Coach).  
Thank you for your continued cooperation in sharing the 
gymnasium with us.
(NOTE TO DONORS: We need a wrestling room.)

Last Game - Big Win!



Page 12 The Bugle

One of Cam Walters' most shocking experiences as an entrepre-
neur also happens to be a reason why the company he started in 
1993 still exists.

Walters is the founder and president of ACI Telecom.  But a 
few months after launching the telecommunications company off 
North Pleasantburg Drive, he thought about giving it up.

As he pondered the thought, Walters took on a side job 
installing Alcoa aluminum reflectors behind light fixtures in 
businesses as a way to help companies save energy.  He was doing 
this in a local book store when he was literally shocked.

"I wasn't an electrician," said Walters, who majored in 
economics at Western Carolina University.  "I didn't know what I 
was doing. I almost came off the ladder."

The shock wasn't just physical.  It also affected Walters' 
mindset.

"I said, 'I belong in the telecom business.  I need to go back and 
really focus.'"

He's been focused ever since.  This past year, his company saw 
business increase by 20 percent as more sales reps were brought 
in.
'Pure' Upstate Dealer

Today, Walters may be the longest serving "pure" telecom 
dealer in the Upstate.

He's been in the business so long, that some people refer to 
him as the "Godfather of Telecom," said John Boyanoski, presi-
dent of Complete Public Relations.

Walters believes he earned that moniker because of how he 
manages relationships, which is what the telecom industry is 
about, he said.

"It's not so much technology as relationships," Walters said.
The telecom industry is a residual business, operating much 

like that of an independent insurance carrier, he said.
"What that means is there's no windfall up front.  You've got to 

keep that customer happy for it to be profitable," he said.  "That fit 
in with what I wanted to do.  I really enjoy people and, basically, 
managing personalities and selling telecom services."  Becky 
Walters, his wife of 22 years, believes he gained his nickname 
because he's well respected and when there's a need "everybody 
knows he's going to do everything in his power to try to help."

"I know from listening to him on the phone that if something's 
not going well for someone, it is all consuming for him until he 
resolves it," she said.

"People know he's going to fight for them and make sure they 
have what they need," she said.

Walters, a native of Monroe, North Carolina, was in grade 
school when he witnessed his father do likewise.  His father, Roy 
Walters, owned an oil company at the time.  One cold day, in the 
very early morning hours, Walters went with his father to aid a 
farmer who had been getting fuel oil from a competitor.

The farmer, Walters said, had bitty chickens.  When bitty 
chickens get cold, they pile up on one another to stay warm, he 
said.

That morning, Walters assisted his dad in helping that farmer 
by disposing of the bitty chickens that had died trying to warm 
themselves and by trying to save the rest.  In those days, children 
in Monroe got a bitty chicken as a pet with a new pair of shoes 

purchased from The Family Shoe Store on Main Street.  So the 
experience for Walters with the farmer was "on the rough side," 
Walters said.

But it was also a situation where his dad had helped somebody 
that wasn't 
one of his 
customers 
but became 
one after-
ward.

"In a way, 
with tele-
com today, 
I do the 
same thing," 
he said.  "I 
try to get 
folks what 
they need.  
When relationships get broken down, I try to get them fixed."

That's the type of person Walters has always been, according to 
John Hinkel, who grew up with Walters.

"He treats everybody like he would want to be treated.  I think 
that's the key to his success in business," said Hinkel, who owns a 
cleaning business in Monroe.
Entrepreneurial Family

Walters, who started Dark Corner Films with his son, Camp-
bell, and Bryan Tankersley, a friend and one of his agents, was 
born into a family of entrepreneurs.

His great-grandfather was a farmer in Union County, North 
Carolina, who had a cotton gin and real estate properties.  His 
sons were cotton brokers.  His grandfather was likewise and later 
moved to Monroe to start a John Deere dealership.  He took over 
the cotton business from his father and eventually had a Stude-
baker and Chrysler Plymouth dealership.

The late Roy Walters is a Furman University graduate and 
a Marine who fought in World War II before starting Monroe 
Oil Company.  He met his wife in Australia after the Battle of 
Guadacanal in the Pacific and brought her to North Carolina, 
Walters said.

His Australian grandfather raised greyhounds and broke 
horses.

Walters was the youngest of his parents' three children and 
their only son.  He worked in a bank in Charlotte after graduating 
from college.  Four years later, he got into sales by working at the 
Campbell Soup Co., in their frozen food division.

The 1984 AT&T divestiture brought about a rise in 
competitive long-distance carriers.  Walters initially got into that 
telecommunications industry with a company that was selling 
facsimile machines.

His job as a regional manager for BTI, also a telecommunica-
tions company, is what brought him to Greenville.
Bug Bite

Walters met Becky, who had been a teacher at Christ Church 
Episcopal School, in 1991.  They were married in 1992.  Shortly 
thereafter, Walters said he was bit by the entrepreneur bug.

"I mentioned it to Becky and she was like 'go for it,'" he said.  
"She was not the kind of gal who worried about how much 
money we were going to make.  She was more worried about my 
happiness.  I think that's kind of unusual."

Becky said Walters liked his job but "he had frustrations, I 
guess.  I sensed he was ready to move forward to something else."

Cam Walters perseveres in telecom industry
By Angelia Davis
Staff writer
davisal@greenvilleonline.com



CMA alumni visited the campus for the first time in 50 years.  
Shown below are Gene Johnson (‘65), Danny Soles (‘65) and 
Tommy Lane (‘65).  They walked around the campus with alumni 
coordinator, Diane Robinson, and ate lunch in the dining hall.  

CMA encour-
ages all alumni 
to stop by at any 
time to visit and 
reminisce.
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(Cam Walters continued)

Dan Sterling, president of Green Cloud Technologies, said 
Walters is not the kind of person who ties himself to a desk every 
day.  "That would not make him tick," Sterling said.

"He likes the game of selling and taking care of customers," 
said Sterling, who described Walters as very loyal and "does 
exactly what he says he's going to do."

Walters said as a child, he'd had many dreams about what 
he wanted to do career-wise.  He said he's still undecided today 
about what he wants to do when he grows up.

The chairman of Camden Military Academy and a member 
of St. James Episcopal Church, Walters used to say he wanted a 
lumber yard.  He enjoys woodworking, restoring and reselling old 
cars.  He wouldn't mind being a writer.

At this moment, though, the telecom industry is where he feels 
a fit.
The Struggle

Walters' first residual check after the launch of ACI was $54.  
That check, after all the effort he'd been putting into making the 
business successful, is what made him question whether he could 
make it in the business.

Those early years were a struggle, Walters said, but they were 
also some of the happiest times.

"It was a big deal for us to go down to Corona restaurant. 
Today we can go any time we want.  But it was real special back 
then," said Walters, whose son, Campbell, was in middle school 
then.  "One time, we were actually raiding the penny jar.  We had 
to bust into it."

"I was seasoned by that type of existence.  I wouldn't take 
anything for it," he said.

Walters started the company with his own personal savings.  
If someone had given him $1 million to do so in the beginning, 
"this company may not be here today," he said.

"In the telecom business, people were growing like crazy. 
Companies were taking off, getting investors and all.  That whole 
time, I was like, 'I really don't want any debt' and I really didn't 
want any outside investors because I wanted that freedom to 
make a right or wrong decision and be responsible," he said.  "That 
freedom comes with not giving up equity."

Walters also hadn't wanted to be responsible for somebody 
else's money and he'd wanted to "survive or fail on my own."

"So far we've grown slower.  Because of that, we haven't been 
able to expand or do all those other things but we've grown 
organically and I think that's been the way to go for us," he said.
Lessons Learned

Walters said one of the greatest lessons he's learned as an 
entrepreneur is to remain humble.

"I was raised by parents of the Depression who knew how to 
get by, struggle and work together," he said.  "I think it's important 
to keep grounded.  You've got to keep customers happy in this 
business or you lose them."

He's also learned quite a few lessons on the personal side. 
Walters' 31-year-old son now lives in New York City.  But he's 
learned that having 16-year-old triplet daughters — Anna, 
Elizabeth, and Sara — at their Montebello home "will get you out 
early in the morning and will keep you out there busy."

And, "It's a fool that has triplets and doesn't get along with his 
mother-in-law," he said.

Mrs. Tommie Pylant
July 6, 1914 - January 25, 2015

A great lady, Mrs. Tommie 
Pylant, was 100 years old when 
she passed away January 25, 
2015.  Known as Ms. “Py” she 
started her position as executive 
secretary and bookkeeper for 
Colonel Garner, headmaster 
at Camden Academy in 1952.  
She served under headmasters 
Collins and Green until it closed 
in 1957. 

When Colonel Lanning 
Risher started Camden Military 
Academy in 1958, Ms. Pylant 
continued her employment until 
she retired in 1987.  It is almost 
unbelievable to have known all the duties she performed 
throughout her career at CMA.  As it was described by a co-
worker, she did all the work before computers!

Ms. Py approved supply room purchases and paid the 
bills; mailed out account statements, answered the tele-
phone, ordered supplies, handled payroll for faculty, staff, 
maintenance and dining hall employees.  She was personal 
secretary to the Headmaster, Assistant Headmaster and the 
Commandant of Cadets.  She mailed out information about 
the academy, typed and updated the bi-weekly grade sheets, 
prepared the money for the student allowance for Ms. 
Dallas to pay the cadets, kept admission records, and typed 
and answered all correspondence for the academy.

She lived on campus during her years at the academy 
in the east end apartment of the Henry House and she ate 
lunch in the dining hall.  Her son, John Wilson Pylant, Jr., 
attended Camden Academy as a 7th grader and was a CMA 
graduate from the Class of 1961 as the Company 
Commander of Bravo Company.

The Pylant House was named in her honor which is the 
home of the admissions director.  CMA also honored her in 
2009 with the Service to Camden Award.

(By LTC Robert Thorp)



BROTHERHOOD is part of our 
legacy.  As Carlisle and Camden 
classmates, a special bond devel-
oped through the Carlisle and 
Camden experience.  Friendships 
were made during those years as 
young gentlemen and for some, it 
continued throughout their lives.  
Through the alumni association 
and functions held at Camden 
Military Academy, relationships 
have also developed between the 
two schools. It lasts for years - 
just as Cam Walters  (CMA’73) 

recently had business in Charleston and stopped in to visit with 
(upper left picture) Bill Hamilton (CMS’40) at Ashley Park.  Also, 
shown below are two buddies from Carlisle’s Class of 1958.  They 
dropped by CMA to share a few stories and spend time with 
alumni coordina-
tor, Diane Robin-
son.  (Of course, it 
didn’t matter that it 
happened to be the 
same day that bar-
beque is served at 
a local restaurant 
across the river.)
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Blackjacks (continued from page 16)
Cadet Charles Kloetzli said of the event, “I couldn’t shake this 

odd feeling, looking out at the mass of perfectly aligned graves, 
of all those who fought for our freedom.  It was humbling.  Never 
before in my life has any sight affected me to this extent.”

Blackjacks follow the National Society of Pershing Rifles of out-
standing traits of leadership, military science, military bearing, and 
discipline in the framework of a military oriented, fraternal organi- 
zation.  These characteristics are also highly desirable of all good 
citizens.  The Blackjacks are the proud keepers of this legacy and were 
established as a program to the High School level in 1967.

The National Society of Blackjacks has a twofold mission:
First to establish in Drill units throughout the United States an elite 

brotherhood of cadets, trained and motivated to protect the ideals of 
General of the Armies John Joseph Pershing, patron of this organiza-
tion.  As in The National Society of Pershing Rifles, Blackjacks is a 
nationally affiliated organization dedicated to fostering a brotherhood 
and maintain a group of highly motivated and proficient individuals.

The second part of the mission of the organization is that of prepar-
ing a student for college level Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) 
and entry into the National Society of Pershing Rifles.  Blackjacks is a 
preparatory program for recruits into Pershing Rifle units across the 
nation, with members of the U.S. Army, U.S. Air Force and U.S. Navy 
(including the U.S. Marine Corps) ROTC programs and teaches the 
member the fundamentals of military procedures and conduct.  When 
and if activated in the Pershing Rifles, the cadet receives more training 
in how to be a better officer, soldier and citizen.  Pershing Rifles cadets 
tend to excel in ROTC and set the standards for others to follow.

Shown below are the members of the Blackjacks during their first 
performance at the homecoming halftime period in November 2014.

They are also participating in a national competition in March 
2015 in Richmond, VA.

CLASS OF 1985 MINI-REUNION
APRIL 11-12, 2015

CAMDEN, SC
“Can’t believe it’s been 30 years” said David Case who stopped by 

the office in January.  He lives in Alaska, but was working at Fort Jack-
son with a training program.  He talked about Steve Stotts calling and 
emailing his classmates to arrange a visit to CMA in April.

They will be visiting the campus for tours and lunch in our dining 
hall.  A parade of the Corps of Cadets will be held Sunday after-
noon in their honor.  For their evening plans, they will meet at the 
Old Armory Steakhouse on Rutledge Street on Saturday night.  (This 
restaurant was known as The Paddock in years back.)

Although it is short notice, alumni always like to drop in and most 
of the time, not knowing that they were even going to do it.  We hear 
statements like “I was traveling by from somewhere and thought since 
I am so close, I think I will stop by to see the campus and see what’s 
going on.”

Mark H. Taylor, CMS’59, tells the following story: “I am the guy that 
Colonel Risher referred to as Ole Two-Timer Taylor.  Two of my ladies 
met one Sunday at dress parade and I just hid in the barracks as they 
compared notes.  Hahaaaaa.  I used to paddle the Colonel’s boat for 
him many an afternoon on fishing outings at the lake he liked to fish.  
I didn’t scare the fish by bumping the paddle against the boat.  My Dad 
taught me well.  Fond memories of the Old Colonel.  Gave us a talk 
every Sunday morning as I recall, mainly on being manly men.  He 
was a fine man and so were his sons.”

THE CARLISLE BUGLE
Friday, May 22, 1970
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PASSED AWAY
Ray L. McCoy, Jr., Sumter, SC, CA’53
John F. Street, Jr., Evans, GA, CMS’53

James Tribble King, St. Simons Island, GA, CMS’55
Paul Roberts, Jr. Haines City, FL, CA’55

Jesse Bryant Roddey, III, Columbia, SC, CA’55
Joseph Sherwood Haithcock, Chapin, SC, CMS’56

Harry Henderson Cleland, II, Pensacola, FL, CMS’59
Patrick Gene Langley, Greenville, SC, CMA’61

Michael Charles Edwards, Conway, SC, CMS’64
Stephen Durham Asbury, Wichita, KS, CMA’65
James Glover Atkinson, Savannah, GA, CMA’68

Drewry Hall Benson, Elijay, GA, CMA’68
William George Connelly, Savannah, GA, CMS’69

Marshall Keith Fowler, Kihei, HI, CMA’70
Codey A. Kinlaw, Mt. Pleasant, SC, CMA’05
Erik Robert Jagosz, Rochester, MI, CMA’12 

Captain Guy Eargle, CMS Faculty & Mentor
Mrs. Tommie Pylant, CA & CMA Administrator

Franklin Tellorfor Foster, CMA’88, stopped by the office to 
update info.  Lives in Chesterfield, SC and wanted to see the 
old “Coach” who was out of town.  He served in the military in 
Desert Storm.
John Patrick Callahan, III, CMA’95, and his girlfriend dropped 
by on his way to Myrtle Beach for an auto show.  Although he 
was at CMA for only 1 year in the 7th grade, he still has fond 
memories.  He currently works for Verizon in Oolteway, TN.
Anthony C. Johnican, CMA’04, stopped by the CMA booth at 
the 2014 State Fair.  While there, a couple asked him about his 
“Camden Experience.”  He talked about the small classes and the 
one-on-one instruction in the classroom.  He also said he had 
met classmates from all over the world.  (Good timing on his part 
as a great representative of Camden Military Academy.)
Nicholas Anthony Baer, CMA’12, came by CMA to see former 
faculty and staff members.  He was off for the day from 2 jobs that 
he has to pay the bills.  He said he had run into the headmaster in 
Charlotte and while at CMA wanted to visit Coach Johnson and 
LTC Heflin.
Jackson Montgomery Hillman, CMA’13, is in Bagdad.  His 
father phoned in that his son is in the Army and graduated last 
May and was voted “most military” in basic training.  He was 
surprised how quickly he was deployed.

ATTENTION ALL ALUMNI
IF YOU PURCHASED THE 2015 CAMDEN-CARLISLE ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION DIRECTORY, PLEASE CONTACT DIANE AT THE 
ALUMNI OFFICE FOR THE UPDATED STATUS (800-948-6291).

Please remember Camden Military Academy if you 
would like to make a tax deductible donation.  You can 
designate it to any program.  You can also become a 
member of the Excalibur Society with a monthly fee of 
$84.00 for 12 months each year.  The fiscal year will end 
on May 31, 2015.  We appreciate your support!

PASS IN REVIEW
Carlisle Military School Bamberg, S.C. has a Facebook 
group page.  You can follow it and add the Camden Military 
Academy Facebook page as one of your friend contacts.
James Barry Maloney, CMA’62, sent a donation with a note 
that he missed the 2014 homecoming due to more cancer 
surgery, which has him in full remission.  His donation was in 
memory of the 2nd platoons Company A.
Jose Ortega, CMA’64, wishes he could have attended the home-
coming event, however, living in Venezuela makes that a little 
difficult.  He is “proud of all staff members at CMA working 
toward making young kids to be good men through their lives.  
It worked for me.”
W.G. (Bill Wilson), CMA’66 had seen that his old roommate, 
John Bostic, CMA’65 was at the class of 60’s reunion.  He 
wished that he could have attended so he could have talked 
to him.  He has been in touch with his other roommate, Bill 
Heaton, CMA’66, who lives in Pennsylvania and has some 
health issues.
Martain Alvia Farley, CMS’67, phoned the office and men-
tioned during his conversation that he had recently been 
to the Ukraine.  This was during the time that Russia was 
moving equipment in the area.  He said that he had spoken with 
the East Border Guard National Police and was surprised that 
they spoke English and was impressed by their friendliness to 
an American.
Jimmy Godwin, CMS’68, wants any and all information he can 
get about his classmates.  You can contact him in Ft. Pierce, FL 
via email: hays_jim@bellsouth.net.
Harold Carter Rogers, CMS’69, is looking for an old Carlisle 
Bugle between 1964-1969 with a poem he wrote “Night Before 
Furlough.”  He is looking for a copy and can be found on the 
Carlisle groups Facebook page.
Chuck Dial, CMS’72, retired 5 years ago after 32 years with 
SCDNR.  He left as Captain over the coast of SC.  He now works 
at FLETC in Charleston.  His youngest son is at The Citadel, the 
oldest in the Marines, and the middle works construction.  He 
lives in Moncks Corner, SC.
Dewayne Edward Lee, CMS’76, played quarterback for CMS 
and writes that Carlisle helped him to maintain discipline in his 
life.  He is currently a substance abuse counselor in Mansfield, 
OH.
Keith Pool Ramsey, CMA’77, phoned the alumni office.  He 
said that his father made him come and he was glad because it 
was a world of good for him.  He was an insurance adjuster for 
years and decided he wanted to see the country.  He got his CDL 
and currently drives a truck.  He emphasized that he loves the 
Lord and although he has had a few rough times (as everybody 
does) he knows that the Lord has his reasons for things to hap-
pen.  When it is his time, he will be ready for Him.
Pastor Travis Dean Price, CMA’81, sends email proxy to 
report that he (Pastor Dean) “is unable to respond personally 
due to present mission local.  It must be a spot on achieve-
ment to make such an influence on a boy’s life that he would 
still speak with great fondness of his time at the institution of 
early education.  He always begins with a smile as he recalls his 
days of enrollment in CMA.  Bully to you for providing such a 
retreat for young boys to grow and develop into men who can 
make a profound difference in their communities and nation.  
Sir Risher must be a “man of men” for the pastor speaks highly.  
The last being personal insight from an onlooker’s perspective.  
Hopes to visit one day.  I’m sure the blessing could be dandy.”
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The Junior High Spartan Chess Club brought home First Place in the team’s inaugural tournament, the 
Midlands Scholastic Chess League Tournament.  The Spartans competed against four area high school 
teams and two homeschool groups in the event sponsored by Strategery Chess.

Cadet Parker Miethbauer and Cadet Aiden Haase, who finished third and fourth, respectively in 
the individual competition, hoisted the championship trophy for Camden Military Academy.  A fine 
performance from cadets Reginald Singleton, Kenny Johnson, and Michael Suggs brought home the 
Third Place trophy for the Spartan team.

While there is always room for improvement in the field of play, the sportsmanship and generosity 
of spirit was displayed by all members of Spartan Chess.

As proud as I was by the club members’ tenacious play, it is the latter displays of ambassadorship 
by these young men that has me looking to the future with quiet confidence.  “We will not sit upon our 
laurels, and I expect fierce competition within Spartan Chess to see who gains a position on the traveling 
six man team.”  Coach W. Wright


